The Meaning qf “Komao” or “Have Long Hair”

In1 Corinthians n1:14-15

“Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, [“komao”] it is a shame unto him? But if a
woman have long hair, [“komao”] it is a a glory to her: for her hair [“kome”] is given her for a covering.”

al @S € 2y 3 -1Ki tharNlEited froyh th@@eekwerb, komao, that comes from
the noun, kome> (U NI Yy &t | G S Rrong’KCbripME Dicthonary &F Biljed/ords defines
komao, #2863, | & I wearitrésses of hair--K I @S f 2 $tdng’KExpanNed Bictionary of
Bible Words, which is the most complete, accurate, and up-to-date Greek dictionary available,
and is cross-referenced to the leading lexical works: Brown-Driver-Briggs, Bauer-Arndt-
Gingrich-Danker, Thayer’s, and more, defines komao the same and further states, &Komao
AAIAYATFTASAE ad2 tSG GKS KFANI IANRg f2y3s G2 6SIN
(as taught by nature), 1 Cor. 11:14, 15.€
American Heritage Dictionary RS ¥ A Y S &  adh M) do&k ©r rihgldt ofvnair, 2.
Archaic! LI ' A G 2NJGGd RIOAR €2 R AKIGNKIWYW & || ( S RacklophBhY G KS |
and is defined in Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words, #4253, as, Gringlet or braid of
K I A Thiyér and Smith, “The NT Greek Lexicon,” IDENTIFIES komao as Strong’s, #2863, and
defines komaoas, a G2 € S0 GKS KFANJI ANRBgZ KI @S f2y3 KI AN
The noun, kome, #2864 in Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words, Y S| y 42X a0 KS
hair of the head (locks, as ornamentalX 0 ! atrerix/ #236% i¥'the anatomical or physical



term for hair; whereas kome designates the hair as an ornament, the notion of length being
2yte aSO2YyRINE YR &dzZ33SaiSR®bE

Both komao and kome come from the root word, komeo, which means in Strong’s & i 2
tend> A ®S® (i KdgmBo isDothE moe Thdnéa verb-form of kome, akin to the verb,
komeo—d O | NIBID &F

Ancient Greek and Roman women spent much time
and effort on their tresses. Roman ladies kept slaves esp.
for the purpose of dressing their hair. Although shampoo
was unknown, Greek women would wash their hair in clear
water and then use olive oil as a deep conditioner. The
use of heated irons to curl the hair was adopted very early
among the Romans. The instrument (calamistrum) was
heated in wood ashes (cinis), and the person who
performed the office of heating it was called the ciniflo. *

The UPCI bases their doctrine against women cutting their hair (any length) on their
preferred RSTAYAGAZ2Y 27F af S (Thajerkad Sriith, hutiJkomhddIhas moreT 2 dzy R
than one meaning depending upon the context. Komao was the general term for having
a f 2 y 3 éndicktihgla Méasurement of length.

“Komao” vs Having “Uncut” Hair
-According to Greek Language Experts-

Q. Is there anything in the meaning of komao U K+ G ¢2dzf R RSTFAYS daf 2y =
hair?

1. ¢CKS !aaradlyd DNBS]T tNRTFSaazNI a4 GKS | yADSNEA
long hair, not to have hair that has never been cut In Homer (the earliest attestation of the
word) the Greek soldiers (all men) are known by the formula komoontes Achaioi where
komoontes is just the participial form of komao. [A Greek participal is an adjective formed
fromaverb] ¢ KA&d Aada (NI yaKHANNRR a0 KINKSy atagy 3 | £ K2 dz=

' DNB S| Gth:Aviviv.thalabianas.de/Greeks/Fashion3.htm


http://www.malahanas.de/Greeks/Fashion3.htm

K I Atiegwvéould CUT OFF SOME OF IT and leave it at tombs in honor of the dead (like most
DNB3S1a RAR (KNRdzAK2dzi |ydAljdZAadGes AyOftdzRAy3a 0

2. A graduate student, who has worked with NT material and studied KoineX al eax~ d&afFY2Yl :
oFaAaolrtte YSIya ai2 2090 (K2yAINI KINEBNE {22N0 IabE 2 fL
NBfFGSR (G2 WwW12YSQ O0aGKIFANI 2F | LISNER2yQa KSIRT
Y20KAY3 Ay GKS ydzr yO0Sa 2F Wl 2Yl 2dzyDdaASKFXNE &
& dzy G NJ& Y Y SiRfactK thekeNskiméthing inherent in the word that gives any specific
AYRAOFGAZ2Y 2F fSy3aiK 6020KSNJ GKIYy GKS AYyRAOI (A
or waist-length or whatever. Therefore, it is possible for one to cut or trim hair to at least
some extent while still remaining within the implied boundaries of the wordObviously,
GKA&E ¢2dxd R y20 AyOftdzRS I+ OdzidAy3ad GKFIG g2dz R ¥
since both of those words imply a final state that is the antithesisof & f 2 y 3 XK IKBENIBE NR
W12YIF2Q R2Sa y2G OFNNE Iy AYLIEAOFGAZ2Y 2F aLISO)
Ada o0SAy3a AYRAOIGSROO® bSAGKSNI R2Sa Al OF NN |
be included.¢

3. Dr. Leitao, Greek professoNJ | i G KS ! yABSNERAGE 2F {Iy CNIyOAacC
one has never cuthis (her) hair, though in some contextdsuch as a vow] it could. [Pagan
people, similar to Hebrew Nazarites, vowed their hair, as it was common for Greek women to
offer their hair as a sacrifice to a goddess in exchange for favors, such as the safe return of a
husband fighting in the military.” The story of Berenice’s Hair (“Coma Berenices”), by
Callimachus, is an example of this practice.’] Spartan warriors woreitf 2y 3 6 W1 2Yl 2Q0 =
probably trimmed it frequentyX WY 2YI 2Q A ®dSodS Aa y20 |y Foazfc
word.€ [Both Greek and Latin are inflective languages; word meanings change with context.]

4, t NEFSaa2NI DNATFAGK &l @ ZahstiiaisomBoReyothhomink woyd] G KA a
is used has NEVERut his/her hair. There is a word in Greek for hair that has NEVEReen
cut, viz. akersikomes> ¢ KA OK Aa +y SLIAGKSG 2F ! LRft2X¢

5. ¢KS DNBS] LINPTSaa2N 2F hKA2 { !l delBScott igxikcod S NB A i &
YR Y& &aSyasS 2F dzal 3ST wi2YFI2Q 3ISySNIftté AyRA:
mean a specific length or COMPLETELY UNGWar (split ends etc.).€

6. 5N 9RY2yRa &l é&ax aXGKSNX Aa y2 NBlLazy G2 oSt
had never been cuX €
7. t NEPFSaa2N) YAT LI GNRO]l &areaz aDNBS] ¢2YSy O2dzZ R:
GKSANI f2y3 KI ANPDE
8. Dr. Richard Hunter, member of a team of experts who are writing a Greek-English dictionary
GKFG 6Aftt 0SS | Olorkab incark ® hageyhdir ofya $eBgth ahich @akes ity
noticeable by its length,ie.theNE A& I+ aSyasS 2F | &a20AFf y2N¥obE
9. A lady studying for a doctorate degrSS Ay [ FGAY € AGSNF GdzNB Ay @2t ¢

examples in Liddel & Scott (revised by Johnson) Lexicon, komao seems to refer to general
Gf2y3¢é¢ tSyadkKs yz2id ySOSaalNRte (2 ySOSNI KI GAy:

The general consensus among Greek professors is that the meaning of komao is NOT
that of having TOTALLY UNCUT hair, also, that the meaning of komao indicated a measurement
of length.
The hair of Greek and Roman boys, up to the age of puberty, was suffered to grow long
then was cut and dedicated to a deity. The ceremony was termed Koureotis. ¢ KS 06283 Q K
wascutshort. | y SLIAGKSG 2F tK2S0dzaA o601 2YSNE LfEAFR HAd

249y 08 Of 2LISRAL 2F | FANY I/ dzf GdzNF £ 1 A&aidi2NRZ¢é o0& +A002N
® http://www.constellationsofwords.com/Constellations/ComaBerenices.html



http://www.constellationsofwords.com/Constellations/ComaBerenices.html

AY NBETFSNBYOS. lodreion KSI v2 e @a&I2MBEINI2Z (KAA RIF& Ay [
has NEVER been cut is akersikomes. The words keiro and kome can clearly be seen in these
termsz [ YR UK S yRH&EYSI| vy a

In ancient times both men and women wore long hair. The Romans of the Augustan age
designated their ancestors intonsi & & dzy O dzicdpMati O R2 Y A K| A NBIR v P ¢ K
different Lab Ay GSNXYAT 2yS YSIyld dadar®©8zi 2 é K Shddifgr S+ g8y :
long K | A* 3@ Greek god, Apollo, when his hair is not tied upon the top of his head, is always
long and hanging over the neck and shoulders. Hence, he is called intonsus @[ I G Ay T2 NJ & dzy
and akersekomes ®DNXB S| T 2bbchusé teyiatimiys ifhagined as being just on the
threshold of maturity. The Greek for the Latin, capillati & & f-R Iy’ A NISkarge &the noun form
of the verb, komao.

www.tHeoi.cof

Apollo Dionysus

The Greek god, Dionysus, also wears his hair unshorn for he, as well as Apollo, is typical of
perpetual youth.

| 2YSNE 6 NR(AY 3IKIHANEIR ! iGsSthéabtygiygiammatical form
of komao, but in speaking of Apollo in the /liad, Book 20, Line 30, he used the word
akersikomes, & t K 2 Sbthkzanshorn locks.° Phoebus was another name for Apollo, the god
of bachelorhood and partially of beautiful male youths, and an adolescent boy was called an

ephebus.”

Ya F OdzaéDMMIBA dzd YR w2Yly | FANBGEf S&a 6{YAUIKQaE 5A00GA2YI NBES
>&/ 2 Yattpé//www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/LX/Coma.html

® http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0134%3Ab0o...

"T4¢KS 1 yOASyld DNBS]T CSadGADIE 2F 1 LI GdzNRA L €



http://www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/LX/Coma.html
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0134%3Aboo

Paul had been raised in a Hellenistic (Greek thought, influence and customs) society in
¢CFNRdzaZ K2YS 2F ty FyOASyd aAra@e fSI3dzS¢ dzy A DS
Paul spoke fluent Greek to the Roman military captain, Lysias. Historian and exegete William
. FNDOEf e adrasSa GKS F2tt2eAay3ayY G¢KS OFLIWIAY ¢
O2YAYy3a FNRBY (KS YIy o6tldzZ 0 6K2Y (GKS @M SRE &
Greek as well as being fluent in Classical Greek, which indicated that he had been exposed to
Greek learning at the university level. George T. Montague had the following to say concerning
t dzf Qa dzaS 2F a/flFaaArolté DNBS]T FYR KAa LkRa
a0K22fta Ay KAa NIeAGyedkyitarafy techaidué ai theydiatéibié SnNBis 2 T
occasional citation of Greek authors (Aratus in Acts 17:18; Menander in 1 Cor. 15:23;
Epimenides in Titus 1:1) are considered by some as evidence that he frequented the Hellenistic
schools of rhetoric.?

PLdzt &6l a I ¢6FNB 2F DNBS] ¢ BeNRedlucaiedih GrecoY S| y i
Roman culture likely he knew of the ceremony of Koureotes and that the gods, Apollo and
Dionysus, K R & dzy Guizthé Apdstle idNdbt use the word for TOTALLY UNCUT hair in
w14-15; he used a MUCH MORE FLEXIBLE word, komao.

Mouwrning

a
K

It was a well-known ancient Greek (and Roman) practice of men and women to cut off
locks of their hair to honor the dead, and many references to it are found in Greek literature.
Many2 ¥ GKSY RSIf gAGK 9t SOGNIkhNBadGtSao I Tl Y2
| S & OK BbbtidraBenrers, s KSNBE 9f SOGNI alLlda t201a dzkry K.
hers, but they belong to her brother, Orestes. Hercules leftsomeofhA & 2 gy KIFANJ 2y K
tomb.® The LockofHairz o6& ! t SEFYYl {LISAIKGEGET aLG 6l & GKS
y2i AYyFTNBldSyidfte G2NBx Odzi 2FF 2N aKM@SR GKSA

| FANI 2FFSNAY T& HiddB KER dzZARODBY || AaXKENBaA2F (GKSA
GKSANI £2014 IyR VAR (REY HYWIIKSyS2 MapSTdéa X i K
garment they wholly covered the corpse with their hair that they shore off and cast
GKSNB2y X/ KNEA2UKSV2A1 A 42T 2K8NII246Y  KFANJ |y
tombci KS aA3IYyAFAOIYOS 2F (GKS FOG o6SAy3a YihN]
its primitive symbolism the severed hair meant that the person from whose head it was cut
devoted himself to the dead, and (as it were) escorted him to the shades; the gift of hair being a
substitute for self-immolation at the grave.*?

9f SOGNI NBTFTSNB (2, drdtdsan refdnicerd HelenSof Tioy whe dzNR LIA R
should have shorn or shaved her head to mourn the death of her sister, Clytemnestra. Helen
was famed to be the most beautiful woman on earth. Lovely hair characterized women, esp

K ¢

R
SR @

'6¢KS 9FNIeée [AFTS YR . FO13ANRdzyR 2F tldAf GKS 1 Ll2adtsSsé ¢
http://www.biblicaltheology.com/Research/WallaceQ01.html

49y O Of 2LISRAMI daNF €1 HMNN 2 NB 5/6dzo& +AO0G2NAIF { KSNNR g

Y4¢KS 1 AaG2NE 2F | FANY CLaKAaAz2zy YR Clyidlaeg 52y (GKS 1 :
! George W. Mooney, Commentary on Apollonius: Argonautica, Summary, Line 1533

"2 sir Richard C. Jebb, Commentary on Sophoclesw: Ajax, commLine 1173



http://www.biblicaltheology.com/Research/WallaceQ01.html

when their subordinate or captive status is being emphasized. When thundering Zeus, whom
Agamemnon resemblS &> A& RSAONAOSR Fa | SN Qa f2NRX &K!
Helen was lovely-haired and was Clytemnestra.®* Evidently, her sister was not worth her hair,
so she simply cut her hair off on the endsike amoderndayd G NA Y¢ | yR SA&Y@EGKEa
GKS AN @S&aAGS 06& KSNJ RIFAdAKGSNI FYyR FTGGSyRFEylGad
CUT OFF (apegrisent not keiro) her hair only at the endscareful to preserve its beauty? She is
GKS &a+YS 62Y¥1y &4 2F 2t Roé

Helen did not employ keiro® { KS & @duiié aKiS\NJf K IKkdldao.dThe2 y 3¢ K
Greek verb, apegrisen, is translated as, “to cut off” and is also used of objects.”> The Greek
verb, keiro, is closely related to xurao 6 & & K | @ Spéqoisen isdotiily unrelated to keiro or
Xxurao.

From examples in Greek literature and the word definitions, we can conclude that keiro,
GKSY NBFSNNAYy3I G2 | aayatsS af201¢ 2shortkriatA NJ 0 SA
2NJ YySIENJ 6KS NR2GO® 2 KSYy KNANEGRE OHzE FNRBYIK
Greek word. There are many examples in Greek literature and history of women and men
OdziiAy3a GKSANI KI A NDyaRGough, oliK S YR Y AKI Sy &Raa b At Sa 2
modern concept.

According to historical sources, ALL women of the Roman Empire had long hair. PAGAN
WOMEN had kome! There were only a few reasons why a woman would have short cut hair,
such as: 1. Slavery FREE women grew long hair. 2. Mourning the dead. 3. Pagan vership
that involved transvestitism. 4. Judaism According to the Talmudl ¢ 2 Y| y Q& Lidzy A A KY
I Rdzf GSNE 61 & (2 KI @3S 'KSTlerdavoN) a8 K2 Ny é 2NJ daKl|

Pre-Marital Offerings

As a rite of passage before marriage adolescent girls cut and dedicated a lock of hair in a
ritual. Generically, Artemis (Roman Diana) received the maiden locks of girls prior to marriage.
Girls cut off a lock of hair and wound it around a spindle and laid it on the memorial which was
inside the Artemision, the sanctuary of Artemis. But, instead of Artemis, heroised virgins, who
had not married because they had died, received an offering of hair in some parts of Greece.

At Megara girls before marriage brought pitchers, presumably for pouring libations, to
the memorial of Iphinoe, who had died a virgin, and placed a lock of their hair on it.

A lock of hair could be dedicated to the virgin goddess, Athena, in gratitude for finding a
Kdza ol YR 2NJ G2 |1 SN} 6KSyYy | 3IANI Yilaldedn @i e I A L
renounced Aphrodite and marriage, was also the recipient of hair offerings; as he is dying,
OKNRdzZ3K ! LIKNERAGSQE ONI GKZ ! NISYA&d LINRPYAASa K
their hair for him.’

B4DNBS] tNRalGA(GdziSa Ay (GKS 1 yOASyld aSRAGSNNI ySHysé¢ o8& |
Y49 dzNALIARSEAE hNBaisSa 9otd /2f SNARIST 9R®DES t SNEAdA 6508
P4DNBS]T 22NR {(dzRe ¢22f ¢

Y4{1S00KSa 2F WSsAaK {20Atf [ATFTSés o0& !'fFNBR 9RSNBEKSAY
Y4DANI & YR 22YSy Ay /flaardlf DNBS] wStAIAazzysé o6& al (i



The Spartans

Not far from Corinth was the city of Sparta. The Spartan soldiers, who fought in the
Persian Wars, were known for their long hair, which they favored at shoulder-length. ** They
tied it up for battle. *° Long hair on the warriors was an ordinance of Lycurgus, their legendary
law giver. The Greek professor of the University of San Francisco is of the opinion that the
Spartan warriors probably trimmed their hair frequently, even though they had komao. So, we
O2dzt R &l e aftz2y3a¢ KFEFANIoS3IAlYy i GKS akK2dz RSNERO®

“B a]'lg S”

Both men and women in the Roman Empire sometimes wore bangs, as did people in
ancient Greece.’’ Locks which fell over the forehead were termed capronae, the modern
Gol y3é 2 NiapranteNde sééh 8 ahé figure of the god Cupid. During the time of Julia,
sister of Emperor Augustus (reign 27 BC-14 CE), elaborate forehead curls were popular.?
There is an abundance of ancient art work on vases of Greek women pictured with a thick
GFNRAY3IASE 2F KFEANI I ONR&Aa&a (KS dasfondey ftthiRir ainfsR (i dzF
AGATE NBFSNNBR (2 Fa af2y3Ioé

Reading the Meaning Back into the Context

When the correct definition is read back into the passage it will make sense, but when
reading the partisl RSFTAYAGA2Y 2F Gf S ihe paskage wfacdsbide3eNaRsg ¢ 0 | O
RAFFAOMzZ GASAD LF af2y3¢ KFEANI Aa adzyOdzié KI AN
g2dZ R y20 KI @S af2y3¢ KI AND [ A1SgéAaSHI I YIY
would need only to trimhishaA NJ mMmé = ' yR KS ¢g2dzZ R y20 KI @S af 2
G2 't/ L GSFOKAy3a:X (KS RSTFAYAGAZ2Y 2F Onfazy 3¢ K
g2YlLy af 2y 3¢ buboh aian itindays@ omskrément of length.

Komao does not have two, conflicting, contradictory definitionst one for a man and
FY20KSNI F2NJ I 62YFyo 22NR RSTAYyAUGAZ2YA Olyyz2i
remain consistent throughout the text.

Hair of a short length, but growing out, was not describedasd f 2 y 3 X éisthe ish G KA &
of the UPCI, who eliminates a measurement in length from the definitions. On p72 of Hair
Lengthinthe Bible{ SANJ} @S& adl 4Sa>x G4¢KS RSFAYAUAZ2Y 27F f
Fff26SR UZ2NFRIENRHXNBH (KS fSyadakK 2F | ¢2YFyQa Kl
Fff26SR CRRINBEDY LI S& Ay DNBS] tAGSNI Gdz2NB F yR

B/ Fo [dzOAL YT a¢KS wdzyl gl 8aé HT

I SNRPRdzlidza L &I AA02NBE T€ ®HNy
D59y 08 O0f 2LISRAL 2F | FANY I/ dzf G dzNJ £ |
ooy O0e Ot 2LISRAL 2F |k A todaShertow / dzf G dzNJ £ |



length in measurement for a writer to employ the verb, komao, in speaking of that person.
The bowl-cut given slaves and young Greek boys was the kepos, which was to the cheek or the
2l 6 FYyR O2y #ADBVINB R dzil &8 E X SL @K 2dzf RSNA 61 & af2y 3o

Paul’s Vow
LF 6S RSTAYS aft2y3¢ KFEANI Fa KFEANIAYy F adld
2F I £t SYy3idK Ay YSIFadWNBYSydazx GKSy GKS 1'LkRaidts

Nazarite vow. Look at the wording of the vow as found in Numbers 6:2-16. Also notice the vow
could be taken by a woman as well as a man.

“...When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite...All the days of the vow of his
separation there shall no razor come upon his head..he...shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.”

The Jews thought Paul taught against the Law of Moses. There is reason to think that it
was mainly with a design to convince the Jews that he did not despise their law and was its
enemy that a meaningless Old Testament vow was used by the Apostle as a decoyt a trickt to
get along with the Jews. For how long did the Apostle allow his hair to grow? In Acts 18:11
“...he continued there [Corinth] a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”
In vwi12-17 the Jews came against Paul. Then in v18, “And Paul after this tarried there yet a
good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria...having shorn
his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow® &’hose who made the vow out of Palestine, and who
could not come to the temple when the vow was expired, cut off the hair where they were at
the expiration of the vow. Paul delayed to perfect the vow by the proper ceremonies until he
reached Jerusalem (Acts 21:23-24).%
ltwasduringt I dzf Q&4 SEGSYRSR adleée 4 /2NAYOGIK GKI G
until he got to Cenchrea, the eastern seaport of Corinth, where he boarded a ship to continue
his missionary journey.?*  According to the Jewish Encyclopedia, the usual duration of a
bET FNRGS @26 61 a& on RI @ &ab reachedSa levgtizsdmewkegey Of dzR S
0SUBSSY GaK2NY¢& Gl gRADKSA[OGRUA R KI O&amaf,Sy O2y
2 NJ & f Z'¢eRtéry Giegb-Raman culture.
Noble persons, BOTH men and women, took Nazarite vows. Queen Helena of Adiabene
gta | bEFETFNRGS F2NI mn 2NJ um &SIFNEROD YAYy 3 | ANRK
of a Nazarite vow taken before the outbreak of the great war against the Romans. Miriam of
Palmyra is also mentioned as a Nazarite.”®
LT 462YSYy 6SNB O2YYlIYRSR o6& az2zaSaqQ [lg G2
g2dzft R GKSNBE KIF @S 06SSy Ay GF1Ay3 + @2¢ G2 tSi
her hair, she would not have been permitted to take a Nazarite vow.

2ao9g2tdziazy 2F ! yOASydG DNBS|T I FANBRGEeE Sa¢ 9T AYS | NIAOT ¢
Bg.A0tS 1 dzoéT FNYyS&aQ b2GSa 2y G(KS . Ao6fS

“6422YS8SyQa ! R2NYYSyiliszé o0& wlflLK 222RNRBsT Linn

PawWSsArak 9yOeOf 2LISRAL ¢



Conclusion

Apparently, the UPCI has chosen the definitions that fit their belief rather than fitting
their belief to the definitions.
| noticed early on in my study that Daniel Segraves has no degreein Greek. The
doctrine against women cutting their hair (any length) was not formulated by ministers with
degreesin Greek. It would be impossible to find a Greek language expert who agrees with
Segraves on the word definitions imperative to understanding the passage of 1 Cor. 11:2-16.
The UPCI has misled multitudes of women by teaching error on the Greek text.
To see how long hair on women and short hair cuts on men came to be the CULTURAL
NORMTHRO! DI h! ¢ ¢1 9 9 at Ilimedssthngarlérgadl & mI / & #6dn Lightr Y H
2F [/ dzf GdzNB g9 +SAfAY3I Ay GUKS /dzA G 2F 5A2yeadzao



