
The Meaning of “Komao” or “Have Long Hair” 

 

 

In 1 Corinthians 11:14-15 

 

“Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, [“komao”] it is a shame unto him?  But if a 
woman have long hair, [“komao”] it is a a glory to her:  for her hair [“kome”] is given her for a covering.” 

 

 
 

άIŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊέ ƛƴ ǾǾ мп-15 is translated from the Greek verb, komao, that comes from 
the noun, komeΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άƘŀƛǊέ ƛƴ ǾмрΦ  Strong’s Complete Dictionary of Bible Words defines 
komao, #2863,  ŀǎΣ άǘƻ wear tresses of hair:--ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊΦέ  Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of 
Bible Words, which is the most complete, accurate, and up-to-date Greek dictionary available, 
and is cross-referenced to the leading lexical works:  Brown-Driver-Briggs, Bauer-Arndt-
Gingrich-Danker, Thayer’s, and more, defines komao the same and  further states, άKomao 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ άǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǿ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊΣέ ŀ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ŀ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ 
(as taught by nature), 1 Cor. 11:14, 15.έ  

 American Heritage Dictionary ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ άǘǊŜǎǎέ ŀǎ мΦ άA long lock or ringlet of hair.  2. 
Archaic ! Ǉƭŀƛǘ ƻǊ ōǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƘŀƛǊΦέ  ά[ƻŎƪǎέ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ h¢ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘΣ machlaphah, 
and is defined in Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words, #4253, as, άringlet or braid of 
ƘŀƛǊΦέ  Thayer and Smith, “The NT Greek Lexicon,” IDENTIFIES komao as Strong’s, #2863, and 
defines komao as,  άǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǿΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊΦέ   

The noun, kome, #2864 in Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words, ƳŜŀƴǎΣ άǘƘŜ 
hair of the head (locks, as ornamentalΧύ  ! ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳΣ thrix, #2359, is the anatomical or physical 



term for hair; whereas kome designates the hair as an ornament, the notion of length being 
ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΦέ 

Both komao and kome come from the root word, komeo, which means in Strong’s άǘƻ 
tendΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦΦέ  Komao is nothing more than a verb-form of kome, akin to the verb, 
komeo—άŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊΦέ   

                                          
 
 
 
Ancient Greek and Roman women spent much time 

and effort on their tresses.  Roman ladies kept slaves esp. 
for the purpose of dressing their hair.  Although shampoo 
was unknown, Greek women would wash their hair in clear 
water and then use olive oil as a deep conditioner.   The 
use of heated irons to curl the hair was adopted very early 
among the Romans.  The instrument (calamistrum) was 
heated in wood ashes (cinis), and the person who 
performed the office of heating it was called the ciniflo. 1 

 
 

 
 
The UPCI bases their doctrine against women cutting their hair (any length) on their 

preferred ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǿέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ Thayer and Smith, but, komao has more 
than one meaning, depending upon the context.  Komao was the general term for having 
άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ,  indicating a measurement of length.  

 

“Komao” vs Having “Uncut” Hair   

-According to Greek Language Experts- 
 

Q.  Is there anything in the meaning of komao ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ŀǎ άǳƴŎǳǘέ 
hair?   

 
1. ¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

long hair, not to have hair that has never been cut.  In Homer (the earliest attestation of the 
word) the Greek soldiers (all men) are known by the formula komoontes Achaioi where 
komoontes is just the participial form of komao. [A Greek participal is an adjective formed 
from a verb.]  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ-ƘŀƛǊŜŘ !ŎƘŀŜŀƴǎΦέ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ άƭƻƴƎ 

                                                           
1
 άDǊŜŜƪ CŀǎƘƛƻƴέ http://www.malahanas.de/Greeks/Fashion3.htm  

http://www.malahanas.de/Greeks/Fashion3.htm


ƘŀƛǊΣέ they would CUT OFF SOME OF IT and leave it at tombs in honor of the dead (like most 
DǊŜŜƪǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦύέ 

2. A graduate student, who has worked with NT material and studied KoineΣ ǎŀȅǎΣ άϝYƻƳŀƻϝ 
ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊέ ƻǊ άǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǿ ƭƻƴƎΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǘȅƳƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƪƻƳŜΩ όάƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΤ όƭƻƴƎύ ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴέύΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƪƻƳŀƻΩ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΧǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊέ ƛǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ άǳƴŎǳǘ ƘŀƛǊέ ƻǊ 
άǳƴǘǊƛƳƳŜŘ ƘŀƛǊΦέ  In fact, there is nothing inherent in the word that gives any specific 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ άƭƻƴƎέΧύΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ 
or waist-length or whatever.  Therefore, it is possible for one to cut or trim hair to at least 
some extent while still remaining within the implied boundaries of the word.  Obviously, 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƪŜƛǊƻΩ ƻǊ ΨȄǳǊŀƻΩΣ 
since both of those words imply a final state that is the antithesis of άƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊΦέ  ΧǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ 
ΨƪƻƳŀƻΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ 
ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘύΦ  bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŎǳǘέ ƻǊ άǘǊƛƳƳŜŘέ ƘŀƛǊ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
be included.έ 

3. Dr. Leitao, Greek professoǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ άΧΩƪƻƳŀƻΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ 
one has never cut his (her) hair, though in some contexts [such as a vow] it could.  [Pagan 
people, similar to Hebrew Nazarites, vowed their hair, as it was common for Greek women to 
offer their hair as a sacrifice to a goddess in exchange for favors, such as the safe return of a 
husband fighting in the military.

2
  The story of Berenice’s Hair (“Coma Berenices”), by 

Callimachus, is an example of this practice.
3
]   Spartan warriors wore it ƭƻƴƎ όΨƪƻƳŀƻΩύΣ ōǳǘ 

probably trimmed it frequentlyΧ  ΨYƻƳŀƻΩ ƛΦŜΦΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ 
word.έ [Both Greek and Latin are inflective languages; word meanings change with context.] 

4. tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ Ƴeans that someone of whom the word 
is used has NEVER cut his/her hair.  There is a word in Greek for hair that has NEVER been 
cut, viz. akersikomesΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǘƘŜǘ ƻŦ !ǇƻƭƭƻΧέ 

5. ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ hƘƛƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎŀȅǎΣ άWǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƛŘdell-Scott lexicon 
ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŀƎŜΣ ΨƪƻƳŀƻΩ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƘŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭȅ ƭƻƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
mean a specific length or COMPLETELY UNCUT ever (split ends etc.).έ 

6. 5ǊΦ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ƘŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
had never been cutΧέ 

7. tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ YƛƭǇŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǎŀȅǎΣ άDǊŜŜƪ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜΣ ǘǊƛƳ ƻŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōǊŀƛŘ ƻǊ ōǳƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊΦέ 

8. Dr. Richard Hunter, member of a team of experts who are writing a Greek-English dictionary 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ǎŀȅǎΣ άKomao means to have hair of a length which makes it 
noticeable by its length, i.e. theǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴƻǊƳΦέ 

9. A lady studying for a doctorate degrŜŜ ƛƴ [ŀǘƛƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƛǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
examples in Liddel & Scott (revised by Johnson) Lexicon, komao seems to refer to general 
άƭƻƴƎέ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǳǘΦέ 

 
 

The general consensus among Greek professors is that the meaning of komao is NOT 
that of having TOTALLY UNCUT hair, also, that the meaning of komao indicated a measurement 
of length. 

The hair of Greek and Roman boys, up to the age of puberty, was suffered to grow long 
then was cut and dedicated to a deity.  The ceremony was termed Koureotis.  ¢ƘŜ ōƻȅǎΩ ƘŀƛǊ 
was cut short.  !ƴ ŜǇƛǘƘŜǘ ƻŦ tƘƻŜōǳǎ όIƻƳŜǊΣ LƭƛŀŘ нлΦофύ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άƴƻǘ ǎƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊέ 

                                                           
2
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3
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ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ.   Koureion ƳŜŀƴǎ άōŀǊōŜǊ-ǎƘƻǇέ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ DǊŜŜŎŜΦ  IŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
has NEVER been cut is akersikomes.  The words keiro and kome can clearly be seen in these 
termsΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŀέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƴƻǘΦέ 

In ancient times both men and women wore long hair.  The Romans of the Augustan age 
designated their ancestors intonsi ώάǳƴŎǳǘέϐ ŀƴŘ capillati ώάƭƻƴƎƘŀƛǊŜŘέϐΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ are two 
different Laǘƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎΤ ƻƴŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ άǳƴŎǳǘΣέ άǳƴǎƘŀǾŜƴΣέ άǳƴǎƘƻǊƴΣέ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǘ άhaving 
long ƘŀƛǊΦέ 4 The Greek god, Apollo, when his hair is not tied upon the top of his head, is always 
long and hanging over the neck and shoulders.  Hence, he is called intonsus ώ[ŀǘƛƴ ŦƻǊ άǳƴŎǳǘέϐ 
and akersekomes ώDǊŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ άǳƴŎǳǘέϐ because he is always imagined as being just on the 
threshold of maturity.   The Greek for the Latin, capillati ώάƭƻƴƎ-ƘŀƛǊŜŘέϐ, is kome, the noun form 
of the verb, komao. 

 

                                                     
   
                    Apollo                                                                                                                          Dionysus 

 
 The Greek god, Dionysus, also wears his hair unshorn; for he, as well as Apollo, is typical of 
perpetual youth.5   

IƻƳŜǊΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƴƎ- ƘŀƛǊŜŘ !ŎƘŀŜŀƴǎΣέ used the correct grammatical form 
of komao, but in speaking of Apollo in the Iliad, Book 20, Line 30, he used the word 
akersikomes, άtƘƻŜōǳǎΣ of the unshorn locks.έ6 Phoebus was another name for Apollo, the god 
of bachelorhood and partially of beautiful male youths, and an adolescent boy was called an 
ephebus.7   

                                                           
4
 ά[ŀŎǳǎ/ǳǊǘƛǳǎέ DǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴ IŀƛǊǎǘȅƭŜǎ ό{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ мутрύ Τ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ²ƻǊŘǎ 

5
 ά/ƻƳŀέ http://www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/LX/Coma.html  

6
 http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0134%3Aboo...  

7
 ά¢ƘŜ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ !ǇŀǘǳǊƛŀέ 

http://www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/LX/Coma.html
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0134%3Aboo


Paul had been raised in a Hellenistic (Greek thought, influence and customs) society in 
¢ŀǊǎǳǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ άƛǾȅ ƭŜŀƎǳŜέ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !ŎǘǎΣ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ нмΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
Paul spoke fluent Greek to the Roman military captain, Lysias.  Historian and exegete William 
.ŀǊŎƭŀȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ  ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜŘ DǊŜŜƪ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ όtŀǳƭύ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƭȅƴŎƘΦέ  tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ŦƭǳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Koine 
Greek as well as being fluent in Classical Greek, which indicated that he had been exposed to 
Greek learning at the university level.  George T. Montague had the following to say concerning 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭέ DǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΥ  άIƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘe Greek literary technique of the diatribe and his 
occasional citation of Greek authors (Aratus in Acts 17:18; Menander in 1 Cor. 15:23; 
Epimenides in Titus 1:1) are considered by some as evidence that he frequented the Hellenistic 
schools of rhetoric.8  

Pŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ άǳƴŎǳǘέ ƘŀƛǊ.  Being educated in Greco-
Roman culture likely he knew of the ceremony of Koureotes and that the gods, Apollo and 
Dionysus,  ƘŀŘ άǳƴŎǳǘέ ƘŀƛǊΣ but the Apostle did not use the word for TOTALLY UNCUT hair in 
vv14-15;  he used a MUCH MORE FLEXIBLE word, komao.    

Mourning 
  

It was a well-known ancient Greek (and Roman) practice of men and women to cut off   
locks of their hair to honor the dead, and many references to it are found in Greek literature.  
Many ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊŀκhǊŜǎǘŜǎΦ  ! ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ 9ƭŜŎǘǊŀΩǎ ƭƻŎƪǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
!ŜǎŎƘȅƭǳǎΩ, Libation Bearers, ǿƘŜǊŜ 9ƭŜŎǘǊŀ ǎǇƻǘǎ ƭƻŎƪǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƻƳō ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ 
hers, but they belong to her brother, Orestes.  Hercules left some of hƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƛǊ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ 
tomb.9  The Lock of HairΣ ōȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴƴŀ {ǇŜƛƎƘǘΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪǎΧǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǊƴŜǊǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƛƴŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻǊŜΣ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀƛŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΧέ10 

IŀƛǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ IƻƳŜǊΩǎ, IliadΣ άǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎƪǎΣέ ƛΦŜΦ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΦέ11  Lƴ .ƻƻƪ ноΣ [ƛƴŜ морΣ άΧǘƘŜ !ŎƘŀŜŀƴǎΧŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
garment they wholly covered the corpse with their hair that they shore off and cast 
ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΧ/ƘǊȅǎƻǘƘŜƳƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƭƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƻƴ !ƎŀƳŜƳƴƻƴΩǎ 
tomb ς ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘΧέ   In 
its primitive symbolism the severed hair meant that the person from whose head it was cut 
devoted himself to the dead, and (as it were) escorted him to the shades; the gift of hair being a 
substitute for self-immolation at the grave.12 

9ƭŜŎǘǊŀ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƛǇƛŘŜǎΩ, Orestes, in reference to Helen of Troy, who 
should have shorn or shaved her head to mourn the death of her sister, Clytemnestra.  Helen 
was famed to be the most beautiful woman on earth.  Lovely hair characterized women, esp 
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when their subordinate or captive status is being emphasized.  When thundering Zeus, whom 
Agamemnon resemblŜǎΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ IŜǊŀΩǎ ƭƻǊŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƻ ƛǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƘŀƛǊΦ  
Helen was lovely-haired and was Clytemnestra.13  Evidently, her sister was not worth her hair, 
so she simply cut her hair off on the ends like a modern day άǘǊƛƳέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǘǊŜǎǎŜǎέ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘǎΦ  Lƴ [ƛƴŜ мну 9ƭŜŎǘǊŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά5ƛŘ ȅŜ ƳŀǊƪ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ 
CUT OFF (apeqrisenτnot keiro) her hair only at the ends careful to preserve its beauty?  She is 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀǎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘΦέ14   

Helen did not employ keiroΦ  {ƘŜ άŎǳǘέ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ƻǊ komao.  The 
Greek verb, apeqrisen, is translated as, “to cut off” and is also used of objects.15  The Greek 
verb, keiro, is closely related to xurao όάǎƘŀǾŜέύΣ ōǳǘ apeqrisen is totally unrelated to keiro or 
xurao. 

From examples in Greek literature and the word definitions, we can conclude that keiro, 
ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ άƭƻŎƪέ ƻŦ ƘŀƛǊ ōŜƛƴƎ άǎƘƻǊƴΣέ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŀƛǊ short or at 
ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άǘǊƛƳέ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
Greek word.  There are many examples in Greek literature and history of women and men 
ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƛǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ άƭƻƴƎΣέ although,  άǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎέ ŜƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ 
modern concept. 
 According to historical sources, ALL women of the Roman Empire had long hair.  PAGAN 
WOMEN had kome!  There were only a few reasons why a woman would have short cut hair, 
such as:  1.  Slavery.  FREE women grew long hair.  2. Mourning the dead.  3. Pagan worship 
that involved transvestitism.  4. Judaism.  According to the Talmud ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊ άǎƘƻǊƴέ ƻǊ άǎƘŀǾŜƴΦέ16  5. To end a vow. 

 

Pre-Marital Offerings 
 
 As a rite of passage before marriage adolescent girls cut and dedicated a lock of hair in a 
ritual.  Generically, Artemis (Roman Diana) received the maiden locks of girls prior to marriage. 
Girls cut off a lock of hair and wound it around a spindle and laid it on the memorial which was 
inside the Artemision, the sanctuary of Artemis.   But, instead of Artemis, heroised virgins, who 
had not married because they had died, received an offering of hair in some parts of Greece. 
 At Megara girls before marriage brought pitchers, presumably for pouring libations, to 
the memorial of Iphinoe, who had died a virgin, and placed a lock of their hair on it.   
 A lock of hair could be dedicated to the virgin goddess, Athena, in gratitude for finding a 
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ IŜǊŀ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ  IƛǇǇƻƭȅǘƻǎΣ !ǊƳŜǘƛǎΩ ƳŀƭŜ ǾƻǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ male virgin who 
renounced Aphrodite and marriage, was also the recipient of hair offerings; as he is dying, 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘΣ !ǊǘŜƳƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏǳǘ 
their hair for him.17 
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The Spartans 

 
 Not far from Corinth was the city of Sparta.  The Spartan soldiers, who fought in the 
Persian Wars, were known for their long hair, which they favored at shoulder-length. 18  They 
tied it up for battle. 19   Long hair on the warriors was an ordinance of Lycurgus, their legendary 
law giver.  The Greek professor of the University of San Francisco is of the opinion that the 
Spartan warriors probably trimmed their hair frequently, even though they had komao.  So, we 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΦ 
 

“Bangs” 
 
 Both men and women in the Roman Empire sometimes wore bangs, as did people in 
ancient Greece.20  Locks which fell over the forehead were termed capronae, the modern 
άōŀƴƎέ ƻǊ άŦǊƛƴƎŜΦέ  Capronae are seen in the figure of the god Cupid.  During the time of Julia, 
sister of Emperor Augustus (reign 27 BC-14 CE),  elaborate forehead curls were popular.21  
There is an abundance of ancient art work on vases of Greek women pictured with a thick 
άŦǊƛƴƎŜέ ƻŦ ƘŀƛǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǳŦǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŝars (antiae), yet their hair is 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƭƻƴƎΦέ 
 

Reading the Meaning Back into the Context 
 
 When the correct definition is read back into the passage it will make sense, but when 
reading the partial ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǿέ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ the passage we face some serious 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎΦ  LŦ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ άǳƴŎǳǘέ ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀƛǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƪƴŜŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘǊƛƳǎ ƘŜǊ ŜƴŘǎ мέΣ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊΦ  [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƻƴȅ-tail 
would need only to trim his haƛǊ мέΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΗ   .ǳǘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ¦t/L ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ /I!bD9{ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΦ  On a 
ǿƻƳŀƴ άƭƻƴƎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǳƴŎǳǘΣέ  but on a man it means a measurement of length.   
 Komao does not have two, conflicting, contradictory definitionsτone for a man and 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ  ²ƻǊŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ /I!bD9Σ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ Ƴǳǎǘ 
remain consistent throughout the text. 
 Hair of a short length, but growing out, was not described as άƭƻƴƎΣέ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ is the idea 
of the UPCI, who eliminates a measurement in length from the definitions.  On p72 of Hair 
Length in the Bible {ŜƎǊŀǾŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ м /ƻǊΦ мм ƛǎ ǳƴŎǳǘ ƘŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΧǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ ƛƴŎƘŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŎǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦέ   CǊƻƳ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƪ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘŀƛǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƭƻƴƎέ 
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length in measurement for a writer to employ the verb, komao, in speaking of that person.    
The bowl-cut given slaves and young Greek boys was the kepos, which was to the cheek or the 
Ƨŀǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǎƘƻǊǘΦέ22  Down ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ άƭƻƴƎΦέ   
 

Paul’s Vow 
 
 LŦ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ŀǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 
ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ƘŀŘ άƭƻƴƎέ ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 
Nazarite vow.  Look at the wording of the vow as found in Numbers 6:2-16.  Also notice the vow 
could be taken by a woman as well as a man. 
 
“…When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite…All the days of the vow of his 
separation there shall no razor come upon his head..he…shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.” 
 

 The Jews thought Paul taught against the Law of Moses.  There is reason to think that it 
was mainly with a design to convince the Jews that he did not despise their law and was its 
enemy that a meaningless Old Testament vow was used by the Apostle as a decoyτa trickτto 
get along with the Jews.  For how long did the Apostle allow his hair to grow?  In Acts 18:11 
“…he continued there [Corinth] a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”  
In vv12-17 the Jews came against Paul.  Then in v18, “And Paul after this tarried there yet a 
good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria…having shorn 
his head in Cenchrea:  for he had a vowΦέ  Those who made the vow out of Palestine, and who 
could not come to the temple when the vow was expired, cut off the hair where they were at 
the expiration of the vow.  Paul delayed to perfect the vow by the proper ceremonies until he 
reached Jerusalem (Acts 21:23-24).23 
 It was during tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŏǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƛǊΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏǳǘ 
until he got to Cenchrea, the eastern seaport of Corinth, where he boarded a ship to continue 
his missionary journey.24   According to the Jewish Encyclopedia, the usual duration of a 
bŀȊŀǊƛǘŜ Ǿƻǿ ǿŀǎ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ hair reached a length somewhere 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άǎƘƻǊƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [9bD¢I ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άǎƘŀƳŜέ on a man, 
ƻǊ άƭƻƴƎέ ƛƴ мst century Greco-Roman culture. 
 Noble persons, BOTH men and women, took Nazarite vows.  Queen Helena of Adiabene 
ǿŀǎ ŀ bŀȊŀǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ мп ƻǊ нм ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  YƛƴƎ !ƎǊƛǇǇŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ .ŜǊŜƴƛŎŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
of a Nazarite vow taken before the outbreak of the great war against the Romans.  Miriam of 
Palmyra is also mentioned as a Nazarite.25 
 LŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ōȅ aƻǎŜǎΩ [ŀǿ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǿΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ Ǿƻǿ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿΚ  LŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ άǎƛƴέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ 
her hair, she would not have been permitted to take a Nazarite vow. 
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 ά9Ǿƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ IŀƛǊǎǘȅƭŜǎέ  9ȊƛƴŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ 
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 ά.ƛōƭŜ IǳōέΤ .ŀǊƴŜǎΩ bƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 
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 ά²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ŘƻǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ōȅ wŀƭǇƘ ²ƻƻŘǊƻǿΤ Ǉпл 
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 άWŜǿƛǎƘ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀέ 



Conclusion 

 
 Apparently, the UPCI has chosen the definitions that fit their belief rather than fitting 
their belief to the definitions.    

 I noticed early on in my study that Daniel Segraves has no degree in Greek.  The 
doctrine against women cutting their hair (any length) was not formulated by ministers with 
degrees in Greek.  It would be impossible to find a Greek language expert who agrees with 
Segraves on the word definitions imperative to understanding the passage of 1 Cor. 11:2-16.   
The UPCI has misled multitudes of women by teaching error on the Greek text.   
 To see how long hair on women and short hair cuts on men came to be the CULTURAL 
NORM THRO¦DIh¦¢ ¢I9 9atLw9 ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ άƘoliness standard,έ read  άм /ƻǊΦ ммΥн-16 in Light 
ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ϧ ±ŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǳƭǘ ƻŦ 5ƛƻƴȅǎǳǎΦέ  

 
 
     
 
 
 


